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[7. DESCRIPTION
) (Check One)
CONDITION ] Excellent ] Goeod K] Foir [Tl Deterioroted (3 Ruins ] Unexposed
(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered [J Unoltered ] Moved X3} Originecl Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John Hanson--Philip Thomas Houses, 108-110 West
Patrick Street, are on the south side of the street, in
Frederick, Maryland.

The structures are reputed to form a unit’, physically,
in that they share a common wall; that the style and de-
talling of the original building shells as well as the alter-
ations are similar; that the nineteenth-century additions dis-
gulse the original structures but the shells remain.

Exterior details of the original houses include the Flem-
ish bond found on the first two stories, the remains of a
brick, quarter-round water table and the evidence of a brick
belt course. The brickwork on the added third story 1s
common bond.

The first story of #110 has a gentral door in its
original position but with a mid-nineteenth-century frame.
The doorway has an exterior marble stoop and wrought iron
ralling of Federal design.

The large-pane office windows on the first floor are
late additions with applied lower cornice. The windows on
the second and third stories have six-over-5ix sash with late
nineteenth-century cornice along the roof line.

The floor plan of #110 when entering from the street
reveals the plan of a central hall with one square room on
elther side of the hall, each with a fireplace. From the
west end of the hall a flight of stairs rises abruptly to a
landing, turns onto an upper hall from which a square bed-
chamber opens on the west side of the hall and a second bed-
chamber on the east side. The original roof line was raised
in order to provide a full third story. The second story of
the original house would have been covered by an "A" roof
possibly with attic rooms corresponding to the second floor
level plan.

The cellar of #110 is the most interesting and worthwhile
surviving part of the building. From the south end of the
entrance hall, a low door with raised panels opens on to the
cellar staircase. The steps are enclosed by ‘a palr of raills
each of which are supported by a post at the foot of the
stairs. Each post rises to the celling where 1t 13 mortised
and Pinned into a massive summer beam. ‘The top of each hand-
rall 1s finished with two beaded edges and has been mortised
and pinned into the post with a wooden peg. The 10" x 12"
sumher beam is approximately 21 feet long of excellent quality
construction and spans the center of the ceiling of the roocm.

(SEE CONTINUATIOM SHEET)
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#7. DESCRIPTION continued

The exposed, lower edges along the beam are chamfered. The
chamfered edges terminate at each end with a "lambs tongue"
detail. This is an ornamental holdover from tradltlonal
Medieval-style workmanship. The west end of the beam is set
into the chimney breast. The east end of the beam is horizon-
tally chisled out to permit head room for persons descending

_the cellar staircase. At the foot of the steps and to the west

is an opening in the dividing wall of the cellar. This opening
is framed by a door of impressive construction comprised cf
wood pieces four inches square. The side and top of each plece
is planed at each corner, has a beaded edge, is joined to the
frame of the door, is mitered and pinned with a wood pin.

The pintels for the hinges are in place to support a pair of
double doors but the doors have been removed. There remain,
looking from the cellar south into the yard, two approximately
2' x 2' square cellar windows, with wood frames. The stilles

are four inches square, with beaded edges, mortised and pinned
at eacnh cocrner. The vertical grilles are diamond-shaped wood
bars.

On the main floor, the square room to the west of the hall
retains some of the early wocoden molding indicatilve of the
interior decorative element of the first perlod of the house.
On the partition wall there remailns a small door, and frame,
which gives passage from this room into an area under the
stairway. This low door with six raised panels appears to be
an original detail of the house. The trim which frames all
other doors and windows of the house probably belongs to the
period when the house was enlarged, and redecorated in the
c. 1835 fashion, which predominates throughout the rest of
both houses and serves as a soclial comment upon the emerging
prosperity of the owners in the mid-nineteenth-century period.

In this room, in the west corner 1is a small early cupboard

with early trim and doors, with one ralsed panel located 1n a
cupboard niche two feet square between the corner of the room
and the chimney breast.

The interior wall of the cupboard is lathed and plastered
with -2 half-round shell-back which appears to be of" the perlaod
of the early part of the house, although the daughter of u
recent twentieth-century owner stated that her grandfather had
installed this cupboard, having salvaged it from another
property.

(1 of § continuation sheets)
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#7. DESCRIPTION continued

However, the lathwork and plaster backboard indicate it
is original. This west wall has two massive chimneys rising
throughout the entire height of the house. It would take
further investigation to explain the presence of two such
chimneys.

The first floor of #110 was converted into office space
and above the staircase to the rear (south) there are a total
of eleven apartments extending through both #108 and #110.

The #110 house originally was a center staircase with a room
above on .the side away from the stairs, with kitchen below.
During the nineteenth century a two—dhd—one—half—story wing
was added to the back which contained a dining room, stairhall,
kitchen and pantry.

The #108 building as nearly as can be determined was the
property John Hanson bequeathed his widow and which later
passed to Dr. Philip Thomas, his son-in-law. ‘' It was probably
Dr. Philip Thomas who remodeled the house and installed
elghteenth-century woodwork identical to the woodwork in the
house at #110. Number 108 appears to have had a first floor
hall and parlor plan. The second story similar floor plan
contained one bedchamber, a hall and a small room directly at
the head of the stairs. Possibly there was a room under the
"A" frame roof. The early floor plan was one room deep. A

second room to the south was added later and the hall lengthened.

On the second story a second bedroom was added, behind the
first; the roof was raised. A seam in the brick work of the
east gable-end indicates the second extension to the house and
in the basement this change is noticeable, especially where
the south wall of the early house is apparent. In the basement
there are no noteworthy architectural details as in #110. At
a later time a two-and-one-half-story extension was added to
the south side of #108 serving as a dining room and kitchen
with bedchambers above. The front (north) first floor rooms
have recently been converted into an office, and the upper
stories and wing are part of the eleven apartment complex
within the two structures.

IE does not appear that any of the early trim of the first
and second stories of #108 remains. There are five early
doors; each with six raised panels. There is trim, c. 183%,
and several mantel pieces of this period, some with trim on
the second and third stories. The full third floor seems to

(2 of" 5 continuation sheets)
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fontinental Congress during the American Revolution and while

Numbers 108 and 110, respectively, are the homes of twg !
Maryland patriots, one of whom, John Hanson (1715-1783), was
President of the United States in Congress Assembled (1781~
1782).

. The two buildings have a common owner (1971) and, histor-
ically, there are uncontested close personal ties between John
. Hanson and Dr. Philip Thomas, his son-in-law,

The Hanson--Thomas houses date from a significant period
in the history of Frederick and merit preservation. Until
the end of the Civil War Frederick flourished as a farming
and manufacturing center located on major land communication
routes. Founded in 1745, Frederick became, by the end of the
eighteenth century, a mecca for ambitious young men. Many
Marylanders left their homes to found their careers and
fortunes in Frederick--the frontier. John Hanson was among
the first to arrive. Thomas Johnson, a patriot of the
American Revolution and the first elected Governor of the
State of Maryland; and Roger Brooke Taney, a member of
Andrew Jackson's Cabinet and the second Chief Justice of the
United States Court, are among others. Dr. Philip Thomas, a
native of Chestertown, Kent County, Maryland, began his medi-
cal practice in Frederick.

John Hanson arrived in Frederick County in 1769. While
representing Charles County in the Assembly he had received
the appointment of Deputy Surveyor of Frederick County which,
at that time, included all of western Maryland. The Deputy
Surveyor surveyed all lands before a patent was issued--an
active post for Hanson in the wilderness of western Maryland
where settlement was Just beginning to take place.

, In 1772 Hanson purchased lot #28 in Frederick Town.

)

His Frederick house remalned hils home while he served 1in the

he presided over the Congress of the Articles of Confederation
afterwards.

(SEE -CONTINUATION SHEET)
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#7. DESCRIPTION continued

have been added later in the nineteenth century, at the time
when the third story of #110 was raised. The front window
fenestration and cornice are similar but not identical. Par-
ticular attention should be noted for the handrall of the stalr-
case in #108 which appears to belong to the first or the second
stage of the house. A very careful architectural investigatilon
of structural details would be the only way to determine the
correct history of this staircase which could have been 1in
place during Hanson's 1life and is the only ornamental detail

of the building that could have been there at that time. All
other ornamental work belongs to a period after John Hanson's
death in 1783. The condition of the Stair structure between
the second and third floor has been affected by the conversion
of the building into apartments. The rail and balusters and
newel posts are of an architectural style appropriate to many
late eighteenth-century buildings. The balusters are slender,
rectangular dowels, set three to a step. The step ends are
scrolled. The newel and stairlanding posts are simple round,
turned posts. The railing is a three-quarter round, of walnut
or pine, of very plain design.

#8. SIGNIFICANCE continued

Immediately to the west of #108 is the home of his son-in-
law, Dr. Philip Thomas (1747-1812). A prominent physiclan in
Frederick County, Dr. Thomas took an active part in the leader-
ship of local affairs during the Revolution. Hls role 1n the
county militia involved forwarding supplies to the Contlnental
Army where he attained the rank of Colonel. Several documents
indicate Colonel Thomas provided supplies for Washington's
troops during the Yorktown campaign. Thomas also had charge
of British prisoners in Frederick including those kept 1n the
Hessian Barracks in Frederick City (a National Reglster of
Historic Places property). In 1789 Thomas was one of the
Electors who chose George Washington to be the first Presildent
of the United States.

THe close relationship between lanson and his son-in-law
is indicated in a collection of letters at the Maryland
Historical Society in Baltimore. One of the few known sets of
Hanson documents, thesc letters were wrltten to Thomas whlle
Hanson attended the Congress in PPhiladelphla.

(3 of 5§ continuation sheets)
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Journal and Correspondence of the Council of Maryland,
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Journal and Correspondence of the State Council of
Maryland, LXXXI

Minutes of the Board of Review, XXXII.

Biographical Directory of the American Congress 1774-1949.
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1950.
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Frederick County Land Records. Hall of Records, Annapolils,
Maryland.

Frederick County Probate Records. Hall of Records, Annapoclils,
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District 5, Frederick Town. Hall of Records, Annapolis
Maryland.

Freed, Rev. Allan C., Research notes and measurements of
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Street, Frederick, Maryland.

Gould, Clarence P., The Land System in Maryland. Johns
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Science. Series XXXI. No. 1. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins,
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Merenesss, Newton D., Maryland as a Propitiatory Province.
ew York: Macmillian, 1901.
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